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Our Call as Peacemakers

Our 2020 theme is Peace and Conflict. At retreat this year, we explored the ELCA 
Social Statement For Peace in God’s World -- created for the church as a 
“community of moral deliberation.”

We are called as disciples to listen to each other, learn from each other, meet each 
other where we are in accompaniment. And as a critical component of service, our 
call as peacemakers is to listen to the needs of our communities. 

So: our spring/summer service project this year is a listening project, from May 2 
through June 15, 2020. First, some background...



At retreat, we practiced nonviolent communication and active 
listening, negotiation and mediation tactics.

Some of these will come into play as part of our listening 
service project, so as a quick refresher...



4 steps of 
nonviolent 

communication

1. Observe a situation without 
judging: “I see dirty dishes in the 
sink.” 

2. Identify the feeling that you have 
with regard to the situation: “I feel 
irritated.” 

3. Identify your interest (i.e., concrete 
need in that situation) that 
underlies that feeling: “I need more 
order in the kitchen.”

4. Formulate a request: “Would you 
be willing to do the dishes?”

This model helps us articulate 
our needs in an honest and 

non-judging way



4 steps of 
active listening

1. Listen carefully to what the person 
is really saying.

2. Paraphrase by saying in your own 
words what the other person is 
saying. 

3. Ask questions to clarify details if 
they are important.  Ask about the 
other person's needs.

4. Summarize the other person's main 
points to determine is your 
interpretation is correct.

This model help us understand 
each other’s interests and 

needs.



...And at retreat we also started asking some big questions, 
like: 
● What is peace? 
● What is conflict? 
● What is our role as Church in being peacemakers?

Jesus was a big-time questioner...



Jesus asks us questions

“Who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15)

“Why are you afraid?” (Matthew 8:26)

“Why do you doubt?” (Matthew 14:29-31)

“Do you still not see or understand?” (Mark 8:17)

“What does Scripture say?” (Luke 10:23-28)

“Do you understand what I have done for you?” (John 13:12-17)



The Danger of a 
Single Story
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adic
hie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en


Stories are gifts
and gifts have the power 
to join people together





One to Ones
One on Ones
One-One
1:1
http://www.newjimcroworganizing.org/img/pdf/One-on-one%20Meetings.pdf

http://www.newjimcroworganizing.org/img/pdf/One-on-one%20Meetings.pdf


Oral Histories



Source: https://www.oralhistory.org/resources/

https://www.oralhistory.org/resources/


“Powerful questions are the ones that 
cause you to become an actor as soon 

as you answer them…if you want to 
change the context, find powerful 

questions.” 

Peter Block



We invite the PD community to engage in intentional 
conversation structured and influenced by one-on-one 
conversations in the model of community organizing and oral 
histories. They can be short or long; with each other, or with 
other people in our lives: family members, fellow congregants, 
friends, colleagues, neighbors…
We hope these conversations will deepen relationships, and 
open up new topics around faith, peace and conflict, 
struggles and values.



Inspiration for this 
project...
StoryCorps: "Why do you like space so much?"

https://storycorps.org/stories/why-do-you-like-space-so-much-a-nasa-engineer-talks-with-his-space-obsessed-nephew/


We came up with a list of questions to get you started.
We absolutely welcome and encourage you to add your 
own, write your own list entirely, or ad lib!
For those willing, we would love you to record your 
conversations -- for posterity, for the PD leadership team to 
identify and share common themes with our group, or to 
create a mashup video/podcast at the end of the project, 
documenting listening as a calling of discipleship and 
peacemaking. 
Note: You can get a free Zoom account for unlimited 1:1 call, and can record 
right in the app. Make sure to get the release form signed before you start!

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1yvYGlN-UoOaZNUXD-9a-801lt1V8dXHr
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17B1VWFIJtYojvTHY8TZv7vyDaqYEeC7k


With questions, or to submit 
recordings, please contact 
pddemdsynod@gmail.com

Listen on!

mailto:pddemdsynod@gmail.com

